
 

 

  

JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

W.E. Knox Civic Center 

161 W Clinton St. 

Gray, GA 31032 

First Tuesday Business Meeting 

 June 2, 2020 

6:00 PM 

 

The Jones County Board of Commissioners met for their First Tuesday business 

meeting at 6:00 p.m. June 2, 2020.  Members present were: 

 

Chris Weidner – Chairman 

Sam Kitchens- Vice Chairman - District I Commissioner 

Jonathan Pitts – District II Commissioner 

Tommy Robinson – District III Commissioner 

Ashley Brodie – County Attorney 

Jason Rizner – County Administrator 

Shannon Wagner – HR Director / Interim County Clerk 

 

Chairman Weidner called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Attachments to the 

minutes are filed separately from the minutes in a clasp envelope labeled by meeting 

in the commissioner’s vault. 

 

APROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Chairman Weidner asked for approval of the 

agenda. Comm. Pitts made the motion to approve the agenda. Comm. Kitchens 

seconded. Vote – Unanimous. 

 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE: Comm. Kitchens gave the invocation and pledge. 

 

PLANING AND ZONING:  

 

Item A: Robert C. Reece: Requests a variance to allow the subdivision of a lot 

without road frontage.  Property is located at 700 Monticello Hwy, and consists of 

6.5 +/- acres, zoned R-R (Rural Residential).  Comm. Pitts made the motion to 

approve.  Comm. Kitchens seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 

 

CONSENT AGENDA AND FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

 

1. Third Tuesday   - May 19, 2020 

  

Comm. Pitts made the motion to approve the minutes. Comm. Kitchens seconded. 

Vote – unanimous.   

 

VISITORS - Three minutes limit –  
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Tim Pitrowski, P&Z Director, made a recommendation to the Board for the 

purchase of new database software that could also be used in the Public 

Works, Parks & Rec, and Code Enforcement departments.  The purchase had 

already been approved during the budget process.  Comm. Pitts made the 

motion to approve the purchase.  Comm. Robinson seconded.  Vote – 

unanimous. 

2. John Lowe, Public Works Director, made a recommendation to the Board for 

the purchase of new Roll – Off Truck which would be purchased on state 

contract with SPLOST funds.  Comm. Kitchens made the motion to approve.  

Comm. Robinson seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

3. Comm. Pitts made the motion to postpone this agenda item addressing the 

water base rates until the next meeting.  Comm. Kitchens seconded.  Vote – 

unanimous. 

4. Comm. Pitts made the motion to postpone this agenda item addressing the 

grinder pump meters until the next meeting.  Comm. Kitchens seconded.  

Vote – unanimous. 

5. Jason Rizner, County Administrator, spoke to the Board about the CARES 

Act Transit Supplement.  The Supplement would pay for January – June of 

the current fiscal year and 100% of the FY21 contract.  Comm. Pitts made the 

motion to approve.  Comm. Kitchens seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

6. Jason Rizner, County Administrator, spoke to the Board about the FY21 

Public Defender contract and made the recommendation to approve.  Comm. 

Kitchens made the motion to approve.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  Vote – 

unanimous. 

7. Matt Goins, Parks, Recreation & Golf Director, spoke to the Board about 

starting recreation rentals again and allowing travel ball tournaments at the 

Hwy. 18 Complex.  Comm. Pitts and Comm. Robinson shared concerns of 

bringing people from other counties to our county and not knowing if they 

are sick or not.  Comm. Kitchens was also concerned with bringing in people 

from other towns.  John Mazzola, owner of CAM Sports, spoke to the Board 

about the rules that would be enforced and making the tournament a 2 day 

tournament with strict social distancing rules.  Mr. Mazzola also spoke about 

the economic impact it would have on Jones County.  Comm. Robinson 

stated that we need to get back to normal, but we needed to wait to see what 

would happen with the June 12th executive order.  Comm. Kitchens made the 

motion to postpone to the next meeting.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  Vote – 

unanimous. 

8. Matt Goins, Parks, Recreation & Golf Director, stated he no longer needed to 

speak about this agenda item addressing summer league ball at Hwy. 49 

Recreation Complex. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. Jeffrey Pehlke, Water Department Superintendent, spoke to the Board about 

reinstating cutoff fees and late fees.  After discussion, Comm. Pitts made the 

motion to reinstate cutoff fees and late fees starting July 1, 2020.  Comm. 

Robinson seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

2. Shannon Wagner, HR Director / Interim County Clerk, gave an update on the 

salary study.  All questionnaires had been completed, the market survey had 

been completed, and evaluation of the questionnaires were now in process.  

Ms. Wagner is expecting a draft report on pay ranges by the end of the week.  

 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Don Graham, EMA Director, spoke about the Largo Road closure and the detour 

signs that will be up.  He also stated that he is watching the COVID-19 numbers with 

the protests going on. 

 

Matt Goins, Parks, Recreation & Golf Director, spoke about the June 25th firework 

celebration at the Hwy. 18 Complex.  He also thanked Shannon Wagner and Jason 

Rizner for all of their work on the salary study. 

 

Jeffrey Pehlke, Water Department Superintendent, spoke about repurposing a rescue 

vehicle as a utility vehicle for the Water Department. 

 

Shannon Wagner, HR Director/ Interim County Clerk, spoke to the Board about the 

first student that was hired from the College & Career Academy.  She stated that his 

name is Bryce Powers and he worked in the Building Maintenance Department and 

did an amazing job for the County.  Bryce has graduated from Jones County High 

School and will be leaving soon for the Navy. 

 

Judge Greene gave an update on the Courthouse and thanked the Building 

Maintenance Department and IT Department for all they have done during the 

COVID-19 situation.  Judge Greene also spoke about Colonial Life Medical Bridge 

insurance. 

 

Jason Rizner, County Administrator, gave an update on the high school 

improvements and an amendment to our Service Delivery Strategy agreement with 

the City that would enable us to provide a new water connection at the high school.  

He also stated that the sales tax collection for May was the best collection in the past 

year. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: (3 MINUTES – SIGN IN) –  

 

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS: -  
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Chairman Weidner presented Comm. Pitts with the ACCG Georgia County of 

Excellence Award in the Healthcare category for the Veterans Telemedicine Room 

and thanked him for his work on that project. 

 

Comm. Kitchens stated that he had received several complaints recently about 

different things and he was appreciative to the employees for responding 

immediately.  Comm. Kitchens also spoke about his son making it into the final four 

of the 478 Sings competition which raises money for COVID-19 relief. 

 

Comm. Pitts thanked department heads for all of their hard work and thanked John 

Lowe, Jason Rizner, and Shannon Wagner for getting the recycle bins back in place.  

He also spoke about Robert Greer, a professional foot golf player, coming to our 

Golf Course to play on June 4th and 5th with kickoff at 2:15. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: (1 MINUTE – NOT SIGNED IN) –  

 

ADJOURNMENT: Comm. Pitts made the motion to adjourn. Comm. Kitchens 

seconded.  Vote – Unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m.     

 

 

MINUTES APPROVED 

 

Jones County Board of Commissioners 

 

______________________________________ 

Chris Weidner, Chairman 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Sam Kitchens, Vice Chairman / District I Commissioner 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Jonathan Pitts, District II Commissioner 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Tommy Robinson, District III Commissioner 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Jason Rizner, County Administrator 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Shannon Wagner, HR Director/ Interim County Clerk 


