
 

  

JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Jones County Government Center 

Charlotte C. Wilson Conference Room 

First Tuesday Business Meeting 

 September 1, 2020 

6:00 PM 

 

The Jones County Board of Commissioners met for their First Tuesday business 

meeting at 6:00 p.m. September 1, 2020.  Members present were: 

 

Chris Weidner – Chairman 

Sam Kitchens- Vice Chairman - District I Commissioner 

Jonathan Pitts – District II Commissioners 

Tommy Robinson – District III Commissioner 

Daylon Martin - District IV Commissioner- by phone 

Ashley Brodie – County Attorney 

Jason Rizner – County Administrator 

Shannon Wagner – HR Director / Interim County Clerk 

 

Chairman Weidner called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Attachments to the 

minutes are filed separately from the minutes in a clasp envelope labeled by meeting 

in the commissioner’s vault. 

 

APROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Chairman Weidner asked for approval of the 

agenda.  Shannon Wagner, HR Director/ Interim County Clerk, asked the Board to 

amend the agenda to add the Jones County Extension Office Safety Measures item to 

the agenda.  Comm. Martin made the motion to approve.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  

Vote – unanimous. 

 

INVOCATION: Matt Goins, Parks, Recreation & Golf Director, gave the 

invocation and pledge. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING:  

 

Old Business: John Conn for JB Walks Investments: Requests to rezone from R-R 

(Rural Residential) to R-2 (Two- Family Residential), in order to build duplexes.  

Property is located at the intersection of Hwy. 18 West and Old Hwy. 18, and 

consists of 6.9 +/- acres.  Withdrawn. 

 

Item A: Mark Ross: Requests to rezone from R-1 (Single Family Residential) to R-R 

(Rural- Residential), with a conditional use to allow a second dwelling on a lot 

smaller than ten acres in size.  Property is located at 3107 Joycliff Rd, and consists of 

4 +/- acres.  Comm. Kitchens made the motion to approve.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  

Vote – unanimous. 
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Item B: Jones County Board of Commissioners: Proposals to amend Section 91.11.2 

of The Comprehensive Land Development Resolution for the Unincorporated Area 

of Jones County to allow metal roofs on Type A double-wide manufactured homes.  

Comm. Kitchens made the motion to approve.  Comm. Robinson seconded.  Vote – 

unanimous. 

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 

 

CONSENT AGENDA AND FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

 

1. Work Session   - August 18. 2020 

2. Executive Session  - August 18, 2020 

3. Third Tuesday  - August 18, 2020 

4. Executive Session  - August 18, 2020 

5. Public Hearing  - August 20, 2020 

6. Called Meeting  - August 27, 2020  

 

Comm. Pitts made the motion to approve the minutes. Comm.  Kitchens seconded. 

Vote – unanimous.   

 

VISITORS - Three minutes limit –  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Brennan Jackson, 4H Extension, spoke to the Board about face-to-face 

programming beginning again and the different precautions the office will take to 

protect everyone.  Comm. Kitchens made the motion to allow face-to-face 

programs in the 4H Extension Office.  Comm. Robinson seconded.  Vote – 

unanimous. 

1. Susan Landfried, Middle Georgia Regional Commission, presented the Board 

with the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan and the resolution for adoption. After 

discussion, Comm. Pitts made the motion to adopt the resolution.  Comm. 

Kitchens seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

2. Judge Petty spoke to the Board about the courtroom technology upgrades 

needed at the Jones County Courthouse.  Since the start of the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Courthouse has been shut down to the public.  The Courthouse 

needs these upgrades in order for court to start again.  The 8th Judicial Circuit 

received a quote from S&L Integrated with the cost of the upgrades for 

$68,934.40.  Judge Petty asked the Board to consider using CARES Act 

funds to pay for the upgrades.  County Attorney Ashley Brodie stated that the 

County would not need to go out for bids due to nature of the item.   Both 

Comm. Martin and Comm. Kitchens suggested looking for grants to cover 

the cost.  Comm. Pitts made the motion to approve. Comm. Kitchens 

seconded. Vote – 4-1.  Comm. Martin voted nay. 

3. Greg Mullis and Laura Rackley of the Development Authority asked the 

Board to make the $30,000 yearly payment from the Board a permanent line 

item in the budget.  They both stated the funds are needed for training and 
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consultant fees.  Comm. Kitchens made the motion to approve the funding on 

a permanent basis.  Comm. Martin seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

4. County Attorney Ashley Brodie spoke to the Board about the Michelle Ford 

Quitclaim Deed.  Mrs. Brodie stated that the .37 acres was not used by the 

County and the road alignment left Ms. Ford without road frontage.  Comm. 

Pitts made the motion to approve the quitclaim deed granting Ms. Ford .37 

acres.  Comm. Kitchens seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

5. Matt Goins, Parks, Recreation & Golf Director, asked the Board for 2 

seasonal part time workers to keep the golf course cut during the growing 

season.  The employees would start in April and work for 6 weeks.  Comm. 

Pitts suggested reaching out to ABAC for a partnership.  The Board also 

suggested partnering with the high school or Workforce GA.  Comm. 

Kitchens made the motion to approve $12,480 in funding for these positions.  

Comm. Martin seconded.  Vote – 4-1.  Comm. Pitts voted nay. 

6. Don Graham, EMA Chief, spoke to the Board about the volunteer firefighter 

program and the need to continue the incentive program.  Mr. Graham stated 

there are 130 volunteers on staff and they are dedicated employees.  Comm. 

Kitchens made the motion to approve.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  Vote – 

unanimous. 

7. Comm. Pitts spoke to the Board about Jones County obtaining the Broadband 

Ready Designation.  Comm. Pitts stated that this designation would help with 

grants and would give the community a better way of life.  Comm. Pitts made 

the motion to begin the process to become a Broadband Ready Designation.  

Comm. Kitchens seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

8. Shannon Wagner, HR Director/ Interim County Clerk, asked the Board to 

choose a voting delegate for the 2020 ACCG Business Session.  Comm. 

Kitchens made the motion to appoint Comm. Pitts as the voting delegate.  

Comm. Robinson seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

9. Comm. Martin asked the Board to issue a request for proposals for a track 

and facility design, development, and installation at the Hwy. 49 bike track.  

The project would be paid out of SPLOST funds.  Comm. Martin made the 

motion to approve.  Comm. Kitchens seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

10. Jason Rizner, County Administrator, spoke to the Board about contactless 

temperature measurement stations and the need for them at different County 

buildings.  After discussion, Comm. Kitchens made the motion to postpone to 

research prices.  Comm. Pitts seconded. Vote – unanimous. 

11. Jason Rizner, County Administrator, gave a census update to the Board. Mr. 

Rizner stated that Jones County is doing well with the response rates. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. Shannon Wagner, HR Director/ Interim County Clerk, spoke to the Board 

about the take-home vehicle policy.  After discussion, Comm. Kitchens asked 

to add Environmental Code Enforcement and Recreation to the policy as 

emergency departments.  Comm. Kitchens also stated that department heads 

should be able to drive 25 miles from the center of the County to take 
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vehicles home.  After discussing potential revisions to the draft policy, 

Comm. Kitchens made a motion to postpone until the next meeting.  Comm. 

Pitts seconded. Vote – unanimous. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Matt Goins, Parks, Recreation & Golf Director, spoke to the Board about allowing 

rentals again for receptions and parties.  Mr. Goins stated there would be more 

cleaning and signs would be posted for social distancing and masks along with the 

public notice in front of the rentals. 

 

Tim Pitrowski, P&Z Director, stated his salary would be reduced if his County 

vehicle was taken away.   

 

Don Graham, EMA Director, spoke to the Board about September being National 

Preparedness Month and the importance of be prepared for disasters. 

 

Tiffany Davis, Code Enforcement Officer, stated the new monitoring wells were 

placed at the landfill and running good. 

 

Jason Rizner, County Administrator, stated the public notice COVID signs are being 

put out at all County buildings and facilities.  Mr. Rizner also spoke to the Board 

about the Otis Redding Road paving change order. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: (3 MINUTES – SIGN IN) –  

 

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS: -  

 

Comm. Robinson stated the minutes on the website were not showing up and the 

Regional Commission was working on the problem. 

 

Comm. Pitts spoke about CashVest and the investment opportunity for the County. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: (1 MINUTE – NOT SIGNED IN) –  

 

Jan Andrews, Jones County resident, stated that the track on 49 should be balanced 

for both competitions and community use. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Comm. Kitchens made the motion to adjourn to go into 

executive session for personnel. Comm. Robinson seconded.  Vote – Unanimous. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.     

 

RECONVENE: Comm. Martin made the motion to reconvene. Comm. Pitts 

seconded. Vote – unanimous. Meeting reconvened at 8:32 p.m. 
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Comm. Kitchens made the motion to restrict all recording or taking video in the 

workplace without authorization by the department head.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  

Vote – 4-1.  Comm. Martin voted nay. 

 

Comm. Kitchens made the motion to make Shannon Wagner the County Clerk.  

Comm. Pitts seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

 

Comm. Kitchens made the motion to adopt the salary study findings for all hourly 

employees and employees below department head levels.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  

Vote – unanimous. 

 

Comm. Kitchens made the motion to adopt the pay scale for department heads as 

amended by the Board.  Comm. Martin seconded. Vote – unanimous. 

 

Comm. Kitchens made the motion to raise the volunteer firefighter incentive pay to 

$1000.00.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

 

Comm. Kitchens made the motion that all payroll action forms must be approved by 

the Board before processing.  Comm. Pitts seconded.  Vote – unanimous. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Comm. Pitts made the motion to adjourn.  Comm. Robinson 

seconded.  Vote – unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m.     

 

MINUTES APPROVED 

 

Jones County Board of Commissioners 

 

______________________________________ 

Chris Weidner, Chairman 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Sam Kitchens, Vice Chairman / District I Commissioner 

 

_______________________________________ 

Tommy Robinson, District III Commissioner 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Daylon Martin, District IV Commissioner 

 

_______________________________________ 

Jason Rizner, County Administrator 

 

_______________________________________ 

Shannon Wagner, HR Director / Interim County Clerk 


